
How the Church May Use Its Money 

Andy Sochor 

“Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so 
do you also.  On the first day of every week each one of you is to put aside and save, as 
he may prosper, so that no collections be made when I come” (I Corinthians 16:1-2). 

The passage above shows the practice of churches in the first century under the 
direction of the apostles taking up a collection on the first day of the week.  Brethren 
often cite this as the reason why Christians today continue to give on the first day of 
each week when they assemble with their local congregations. 

But why do we give on the first day of each week?  Besides following this example, 
what is the purpose of doing this?  After we put our money in the collection plate, what 
does the church do with it?  Are there any instructions or principles in the New 
Testament that would inform us about the church’s use of that money?  We are going to 
consider these questions in this article. 

The Concept of a “Church Treasury” 

Before discussing how the church may use its money, we need to address a 
question that sometimes arises regarding the church treasury.  Some Christians argue 
that a church treasury should not exist because it is not mentioned in the New 
Testament.  We certainly want to be careful not to implement anything in the Lord’s 
church that is without Scriptural authority (Colossians 3:17).  However, when it comes to 
a “church treasury,” even though the term is not used in the New Testament, the 
concept certainly is. 

In the first century, churches had a way to collect money from their members (Acts 
4:34-35; I Corinthians 16:1-2).  In the passage cited above, Paul indicated that money 
collected from members would be saved until it was used so that 
“no [special] collections” would have to be made when the time came for money to be 
used for a specific purpose.  It is this practice – the collecting and saving of money by 
the church to be used later – that we are considering today, regardless of what term 
brethren use to refer to it.  However, for this article, we will call this collection of money 
the “treasury.” 

Philosophies Regarding the Use of the Treasury 

There are three basic ideas about how a church may use the money it collects: 

1. It may be used in any way the church decides to use it – This cannot be true 
since we are to do all things by the authority of Christ (Colossians 3:17). 

2. It may be used any way that an individual Christian is authorized to use his 
money – This also cannot be true because there are some good works that 
churches “must not be burdened” with and be left to individual Christians to do 
instead (I Timothy 5:16). 
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3. It may be used only in the ways authorized for churches in the New Testament 
– This is what we are left with.  We will see what this means as we go through 
this article. 

The Works of the Church 

In order to determine how the church may use its money, we have to know what a 
local congregation can do.  As noted above, this will be more limited than what we, as 
individual Christians, may be authorized to do. 

 Evangelism– “But in case I am delayed, I write so that you will know how one 

ought to conduct himself in the household of God, which is the church of the 
living God, the pillar and support of the truth” (1 Timothy 3:15). Besides the 
regular evangelism efforts that all Christians are to do (1 Peter 3:15), this could 
involve supporting preachers who work in a local church (Acts 11:25-26), 
sending men out to preach in other places (Acts 13:1-3; cf. Romans 10:15), and 
supporting preachers who are already working in another location (II 
Corinthians 11:8; Philippians 4:15-16). 

 Edification– “From whom the whole body, being fitted and held together by what 

every joint supplies, according to the proper working of each individual part, 
causes the growth of the body for the building up of itself in love” (Ephesians 
4:16).  This is the work of strengthening those who are already in the body of 
Christ.  This can be done by “leaders” in the church teaching and equipping the 
brethren in that place (Ephesians 4:11-12), and also by all members 
encouraging one another (Hebrews 3:12-13; 10:24-25). 

 Benevolence– “For there was not a needy person among them, for all who were 
owners of land or houses would sell them and bring the proceeds of the sales 
and lay them at the apostles’ feet, and they would be distributed to each as any 
had need” (Acts 4:34-35).  In every example of benevolence by the church in 
the New Testament, the recipients were always Christians (Acts 
4:32; 11:29; Romans 15:26; I Corinthians 16:1; II Corinthians 8:4).  Not only this 
but instead of being an ongoing work of the church, benevolence was carried 
out by the church only under exceptional circumstances (Acts 11:28-29) and 
was meant to be temporary (II Corinthians 8:14). 

 Worship– “They were continually devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching 

and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.  […] Day by day 
continuing with one mind in the temple…praising God” (Acts 2:42, 46-47).  
Often when we think of the “work of the church,” we talk about the first three 
points; yet gathering for worship was certainly something that the church 
assembled regularly to do (Acts 2:42; 20:7; Hebrews 10:25).  They would 
observe the Lord’s Supper and give on the first day of the week (Acts 20:7; I 
Corinthians 16:1-2).  Other gatherings could also include singing (Colossians 
3:16), praying (Acts 2:42), and preaching or teaching (Acts 11:26). 

These are the works that the Lord has given His church to do.  Therefore, any funds 
collected by the church on the first day of the week – the only time given in the New 
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Testament for churches to take up a collection to fund its work (I Corinthians 16:1-2) – 
may be used to support these works. 

Many Christians want to include various types of social work in addition to the works 
listed above, such as meals, activities, entertainment, and more.  These may be good 
for individuals or households to do, but they are not the church’s work.  As Paul 
explained to the church in Corinth, they had “houses in which to eat and drink” (I 
Corinthians 11:22).  Except for the Lord’s Supper, which was to be done when they 
assembled, they were to “eat at home” (I Corinthians 11:34).  It is good for Christians to 
be “taking their meals together” (Acts 2:46), but this is something they do as individuals 
and households; it is not the work of the church to provide for such things. 

Treasury Used Autonomously 

The Lord designed local churches to be autonomous (self-governing and 
independent).  This is clearly seen in the role of elders who were to “shepherd the flock 
of God among [them], exercising oversight” (I Peter 5:2).  Nowhere in the New 
Testament were they authorized to exercise oversight beyond the local congregation 
where they were.  As local churches were to function autonomously, they were naturally 
to use the funds collected to do their own work. 

This meant they were not to send money to an organization to take over the work 
the Lord gave them to do.  Since churches are to preach the gospel as “the pillar and 
support of the truth” (I Timothy 3:15), they are not to send their money to a missionary 
society to do that work for them.  They could support individual preachers directly in 
other places (II Corinthians 11:8; Philippians 4:15-16) but not send money to a human 
institution that would assume the oversight of sending and supporting gospel preachers. 

This also meant they would not send money to another congregation to fund its 
work.  As elders were to exercise oversight over the flock among them (I Peter 5:2), 
they were responsible for the work being done by that congregation.  They did not pass 
off their responsibility by sending money or resources to a “sponsoring church” to 
engage in whatever work the receiving church had chosen to do. 

Conclusion 

It is a privilege to financially support the Lord’s work.  It is also an obligation we 
have as part of a local church.  However, the congregation collecting those funds is not 
free to use them however they wish.  That money is, in essence, “the Lord’s money.” 
We need to recognize the work that He has given His church to do, then use the 
treasury to support that work in authorized, expedient, and wise ways as we strive to be 
faithful stewards of what belongs to Him. 
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